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IRREGULAR AIR CARRIER AMD OFF-ROUTE RULES 

MODIFICATION OF APPROACH AND LANDING LIiilT.TIONS 

S e c t i o n 42 0 56 of P a r t 1*2 of t h e C i v i l n i r R e g u l a t i o n s c u r r e n t l y 
p r o h i b i t s t h e e x e c u t i o n of an a p p r o a c h o r l a n d i n g a t an a i r p o r t when 
t h e l a t e s t U n i t e d S t a t e s Wea the r Bureau r e p o r t I n d i c a t e s w e a t h e r c o n d i 
t i o n s l e s s t h a n t h e a u t h o r i z e d minimums 0 T h i s l i m i t a t i o n was i n t e n d e d 
t o p r o h i b i t d e s c e n t b e l o w t h e a u t h o r i z e d minimum a l t i t u d e t o " t a k e a 
l o o k " when w e a t h e r i s r e p o r t e d t o be l e s s t h a n t h e a u t h o r i z e d minimums© 
The l a n g u a g e p r e s e n t l y u s e d i n t h i s l i m i t a t i o n does n o t t a k e i n t o a c 
c o u n t c e r t a i n i m p r a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n s which a r e . f r e q u e n t l y e n c o u n t e r e d , , 
The w e a t h e r r e p o r t r e c e i v e d by t h e p i l o t a t t h e t i n e he commences h i s 
l e t d o w n and a p p r o a c h p r o c e d u r e may i n d i c a t e w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s b e t t e r 
t h a n t h e a u t h o r i z e d minimum; however , i f d u r i n g t i ie a p p r o a c h t h e w e a t h e r 
d e t e r i o r a t e s and becomes l e s s t h a n t h e a u t h o r i z e d minimum and t h e p i l o t 
c o n t i n u e s h i s a p p r o a c h and l a n d i n g , t h e l a n d i n g would be i n v i o l a t i o n of 
t h e p r e s e n t l i m i t a t i o n * T e c h n i c a l l y t h i s would be t r u e even though a t 
t h e t i m e t h e l a t e s t r e p o r t was r e c e i v e d t h e a i r p l a n e was i n l a n d i n g con« 
f i g u r a t i o n b u t had n o t made a c t u a l touchdown,. 

The C i v i l A e r o n a u t i c s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t h e Board c o n c u r t h a t i t 
would n o t be r a t i o n a l t o h o l d a p i l o t i n v i o l a t i o n were he t o c o n t i n u e 
and l a n d i n good f a i t h i n s u c h c a s e s 0 However, i t i s c o n s i d e r e d d e s i r 
a b l e t h a t t h e w o r d i n g of t h e r e g u l a t i o n be amended so a s t o remove t h e 
q u e s t i o n of t e c h n i c a l v i o l a t i o n s a r i s i n g i n s u c h c a s e s 0 I n o r d e r t o 
c l a r i f y t h e i n t e n t of t h i s l i m i t a t i o n , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t h a t t h e r e g u l a t i o n 
p e r m i t t h e c o n t i n u a n c e of t h e a p p r o a c h i n c e r t a i n i n s t a n c e s when t h e a i r * 
c r a f t h a s e n t e r e d a p h a s e of t h e a p p r o a c h a n d l a n d i n g p r o c e d u r e w h i c h w i l l 
be e a s i l y c o g n i z a b l e t o e i t h e r t h e p i l o t o r a n e n f o r c e m e n t o f f i c i a l s T h i s 
e x c e p t i o n u s e s d i s t i n c t g e o g r a p h i c a l and a l t i t u d e r e f e r e n c e s i n o r d e r t o 
p r e c l u d e t h e u n d e s i r a b l e f e a t u r e s of " t a k e a l o o k " and t o remove d o u b t i n 
t h e minds of t h e p i l o t and e n f o r c e m e n t o f f i c i a l s w i t h r e g a r d t o w h e t h e r o r 
n o t a v i o l a t i o n has occurrod<> 

I n v iew of t h e f o r e g o i n g , t h i s amendment t o t h e a p p r o a c h and l a n d i n g 
l i m i t a t i o n s p e r m i t s t h e p i l o t t o c o n t i n u e h i s a p p r o a c h a f t e r r e c e i v i n g a 
w e a t h e r r e p o r t i n d i c a t i n g l e s s t h a n t h e a u t h o r i s e d minimums o n l y i n t h o s e 
i n s t a n c e s when t h e a i r c r a f t h a s p a s s e d t h e o u t e r marker on a n ILS f i n a l 
approach^ i s on f i n a l a p p r o a c h u s i n g GCA p r o c e d u r e , o r h a s p a s s e d t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e minimum a l t i t u d e on a f i n a l a p p r o a c h u t i l i z i n g a r a d i o r a n g e 



s t a t i o n o r c o m p a r a b l e f a c i l i t y , , T h e r e a f t e r , t h e p i l o t may make a l a n d -
i n g , i f upon r e a c h i n g t h e a p p r o v e d minimum a l t i t u d e he f i n d s t h a t t h e 
w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s -.ru -equal t o o r b e t t o r t h a n t h e p r e s c r i b e d minimumSe 

I n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s have b e e n a f f o r d e d an o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n t h e mik ing of t h i s amruii-ient, and due c o n s i d e r a t i o n h a s boon g l v ^ n t o 
a l l r e l e v a n t r a t t e r p r e s e n t : d 0 

I n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e f o r e g o i n g t h e C i v i l A c r o r a u t i c s Board h e r e b y 
amends P a r t U2 o f t h e C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s ( l l i CFR, P a r t U2, a s amended) 
e f f e c t i v e F e b r u a r y 1 6 , 1 9 5 3 : 

By a i d i n g a rv_w s e n t e n c e a t t h e end of s e c t i o n 4,2„56 t o r e a d ; 

" P r o v i d e d , T h a t , i f an i n s t r u m e n t aporoach p r o c e d u r e i s i n i t i a t e d when 
t h o cur rc -n t :j.S<> V/cat.*>_r Bureau r e p o r t i ; i i c a t c s t h a t t h e p r e s c r i b e d 
c e i l i n g and v i s i b i l i t y minimums e x i s t and a l a t e r w e a t h e r r e p j r t 
i n d i c a t i n g below r i i d n u m c o n a i t i o n s i s r e c e i v e d a f t e r t h e a i r c r a f t 
( 1 ) i s on an ILS f i n a l a p p r o a c h and h a s p a r s e d t h e o u t e r marker^ o r 
(2) i s on a f i n a l a p u r ^ . c h u s i n g a r a d i o r a n g e s t a t i o n o r comparab le 
f a c i l i t y and has p a s s e d t h e a p p r o p r i a t e f a c i l i t y and h a s r e a c h e d t h e 
a u t h o r i s e d Landing l in imum a l t i t u d e , o r ( 3 ) i s on GGA f i n a l a p p r o a c h 
and h a s been t u r n e d ove r t o t h e f i n a l a p p r o a c h c o n t r o l l e r , such a p p r o a c h 
m y be c o n t i n u e d and a l a n d i n g may be mr.de i n t h o e v e n t w e a t h e r c o n d i « 
t i o n s e q u a l t o or b e t t e r t h a n t h e p r e s c r i b e d mirdmuns f o r t h e a i r p o r t 
a r e found t o e x i s t by t h e p i l o t i n command of t h e f l i g h t upon r e a c h i n g 
t h e a u t h o r i s e d l a n d i n g minimum a l t i t u d e s , " 

( S e c 0 205 ( a ) , 52 S t a t B 981*; h9 UoS.C* U25 ( a ) . I n t e r p r e t o r a p p l y 
s e c s 0 601, 604, 52 S t a t 0 1007 , 1010; h9 U,S,C„ 551, 551*) 

By t h e C i v i l A e r o n a u t i c s Boards 

/ s / If. C. l l u l l i g a n 

M» C c M u l l i g a n 
S e c r e t a r y 
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P a r t 42 l a s t p r i n t e d June 1 , 1 9 4 9 . 
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